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Who Do You Say That I Am? 

The Identity of Jesus in Earliest Christianity, 

the Middle Ages and Modern America 

RELS 335 Paul A. Dietrich 
WRT: Christology Office: LA 1 01A 
Spring,2007 Phone:2805 
w 2:10-5:00 Hours: MWF 11-12 
LA 138 
An investigation of the some of the principal understandings of Jesus ofNazareth among 
his followers from earliest Christianity until the present. We will look at Jesus's life and 
teaching, person (Christology) and work (soteriology). We will focus on the history of 
Christianity with attention to its literatures, beliefs (doctrine, theology) and practices (worship 
and sacrament). As we move from the early period through the medieval and into the modem 
era we will also consider art history and social, political and cultural history as these disciplines 
shed light on the changing images of Jesus. 
Course Syllabus 
24 January Introduction, Definitions, Parameters Pelikan, 1-2 
Early Christianity 
31 January The First Witness: The Jesus of Paul Hurtado, 1-3 
7 February Good News: Jesus Christ in the Synoptic Gospels Hurtado, 4-5 
14 February Eternal Word & High Priest: the Christology of John, 
Hebrews, Revelation and the Apocrypha Hurtado, 6-7 
21 February Trajectories of Early Christianity: Valentinian Gnosticism 
and Proto-Orthodoxy Hurtado, 8-1 0 
28 February The Cosmic Christ in Eastern Christian Thought: From 
Nicaea and Chalcedon to the Iconoclastic Controversy Pelikan, 3-7 
The Middle Ages 
7 March The Saxon Christ, Carolingian Controversy & Devotion Fulton, 1-2 
14 March 'Why God Became Man': Anselm and Medieval Christology Fulton, 3 
21 March The Passion of the Christ- Medieval Mystics & the 
Suffering Servant Pelikan, 8-11 
4 April The Prince ofPeace- Renaissance and Reform in the 
Old World and the New Pelikan, 12-14, Fox, 1-2 
The Modern World 
11 April The Puritan Jesus and the Enlightenment Sage Pelikan, 15, Fox, 2-3 
18 April "Were You There?": Revivals, Awakenings and Reform Fox, 4-6 
25 April "In His Steps"- Fundamentalism, Social Gospel, Nee-Orthodoxy Fox, 7 
2May "The Man for Others"- Quests for the Historical Jesus 
and the Jesus ofPopular Culture Pelikan, 16-18, Fox, 8 
Required Reading 
Hurtado, Larry, Lord Jesus Christ: Devotion to Jesus in Earliest Christianity, Eerdmans, 2003 
Fulton, Rachel, From Judgment to Passion: Devotion to Christ and the Virgin Mary, 800-1200, 
Columbia, 2002 
Fox, Richard W., Jesus in America - A History: Personal Savior, Cultural Hero, National 
Obsession, Harper San Francisco, 2004 
Pelikan, Jaroslav, Jesus Through the Centuries-His Place in the History ofCulture, Yale, 1999 
Course Requirements 
1. Attendance and participation are crucial. Numbers permitting, I would like to run this class as 
a seminar. We only meet once a week so if you miss a class, you are missing an entire week. 
Three unexcused absences will result in failure of the class. 
2. You are expected to complete the assigned reading in a timely fashion. Don't procrastinate. 
There will be occasional writing assignments covering the three major sections of the course. 
3. There will be a midterm exam on March 14. 
4. Students will choose between a final exam on Tuesday, May 8, 3:20- 5:20 or a final term 
paper due on the same day as the final. 
5. Numbers permitting, we will divide the class into teams who will present on some aspect of 
the early, medieval or modern period. 
